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Administrative History: Artificial collection created by WKU Archives to group Southern Normal images 
together.  The majority of the photos are from WKU sources, but some donated by individuals.   
 
The Southern Normal School was created when A.W. Mell and Tom Williams left the Glasgow Normal School 
and moved to Bowling Green. It was originally called the Southern Normal School & Business College, but in 
the 1886 charter the name was changed to Southern Normal School. From 1890-1892 the school went 
through a succession of management changes being overseen by H.A. Evans, W.J. Davis, J.R. Alexander and H. 
McD. Fletcher.  
 
In 1892 the Cherry brothers, Thomas and Henry opened the Bowling Green Business College & Literary 
Institute. It essentially took up where the Southern Normal left off. In the 1894 the Cherry's renamed the 
institute the Southern Normal School & Bowling Green Business College. 
 
In 1899 the Southern Educational Building Company was incorporated with a purpose "to promote and 
advance education by providing essential buildings, including dormitories." [Harrison, Western Kentucky 
University, p. 10] On November 16, 1899 fire took the building. Henry Cherry rented rooms and opened the 
school for business the next day. A new building was constructed by 1901. 
 
The school remained in operation as Southern Normal School until the state legislature established the 
Western Kentucky State Normal School. 
 




Extent: 1 folder, oversize, 1 negative 
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Southern Normal School (Bowling Green, KY) 
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Accession Information: These records transferred to WKU Archives upon its creation. 
UA2017-94 Ann Hunt 
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UA1C3/3 Students/Alumni Photos 
UA1C3/6 Student/Alumni Small Group Photos 
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Williams, ?  
Wright, Graham 
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